Revision of the anaesthetic aspects of an infection control policy following reporting of hepatitis C nosocomial infection.
Following the report by the N.S.W. Health Department of five cases of nosocomial hepatitis C infection allegedly caused by contaminated circuitry, a revision of the existing infection control policy was undertaken. Review of the existing policies of other organizations and the published scientific data in this area was the basis of the revision. The final policy as it pertains to anaesthesia requires universal precautions, disposal or decontamination and high level disinfection of instruments and apparatus that come into contact with patients or blood or body substances and protection of the breathing circuit by a filter with disposal or high-level disinfection of all parts of the circuit not so protected for every patient.